
W om a n  o f  t h e  Y e a r
A w a r d



The award ceremony
IS an annual glITTerIng evenT compleTe wITh 

InTernaTIonal STandard arTISTS. 

Nominations close soon!
Closing date : 31 May 2022

Winner’s prize :    All-expenses paid overseas educational trip.

2010 Woman of the Year

2011 Woman of the Year

Ansie van Rhyn : Sandown Mercedes-Benz, 
Rosebank

Her first job was in the Admin. Dept. at the Receiver of 
Revenue.  It was when she accepted a position as stock 
controller at a dealership and thereafter a position as 
sales executive at a dealership, that her love affair with 
the retail motor industry began.

“Charity begins at home, in your work environment 
and in your communities. We have a responsibility 
towards our community, and we must be actively in-
volved,” says Ansie.

Iris Francis : McCarthy Motor Group

“I believe a leader never stops growing and that 
making a difference is a lifelong vocation for me.  I’d 
like to think that I have made my mark on society 
through the people that I have helped grow and 
empower over the years and that they have a better 
quality of life because of this.” 



2012 Woman of the Year Heidi Reid : Maritime Motors, Port Elizabeth

2013 Woman of the Year Nolwazi Ntshingila : McCarthy Volkswagen, 
Umhlanga

Nominations close soon!
Closing date : 31 May 2022



2014 Woman of the Year  Virna Potterton : Imperial GM, Bloemfontein

2015 Woman of the Year  Kogivethi Govender : McCarthy Toyota,               
                                                                                                                        Edwin Swales

Virna’s involvement in community work is sec-
ond nature to her and her family.  “My father 
believed everyone should have a Bible.  So, one 
of my first memories is how my father would 
buy everyone Bibles, while my Mother and my 
Grandmother knitted baby clothes for charity.” 

She has continued with the family tradition and 
is involved with various projects in Bloemfontein.

Nominations close soon!
Closing date : 31 May 2022



2016 Woman of the Year Hanlie Strauss : Hendred Fruehauf Africa,   
                                                                                                         Bloemfontein

Being involved in various community projects, 
she was awarded a prize for the best outreach 
project in 2015 which entailed reaching out to 
female prisoners at the Kroonstad Correctional 
Centre.

Hanlie is a firm believer in the power of posi-
tive thinking.  “Positive thoughts attract positive 
things,” she says.  “There is nothing in the world 
that one cannot master or achieve if you truly 
believe you can.”

2017 Woman of the Year Phumzile Sabela : Bidvest McCarthy Hino,  
                                                                                                      Mobeni

Coming from very disadvantaged background, 
she wanted to change her situation.  Today she is 
in control of her life and don’t go to bed with an 
empty stomach and is also trying to uplift herself.

With her enthusiasm, drive and compassion, 
Phumzile is actively involved in various community 
projects and as one of the judges commented:  
“She is humble, caring and is the proverbial sun-
shine in the lives of others.” 

Nominations close soon!
Closing date : 31 May 2022



2018 Woman of the Year Zukiswa Sithole : Tavcor VW, Port Elizabeth

2019 Woman of the Year Thandeka Khumalo : Bidvest McCarthy Toyota, 
                                                                                                                   Edwin Swales

Thandeka spends most of her time visiting and 
building relationships with her customers, with 
excellent results.

She finds the time for active community involve-
ment, self-improvement through her studies 
and spending quality time with her children.

Thandeka is also a campaigner for equal rights 
and has fought for a second chance for a num-
ber of her colleagues who were on the verge of 
losing their jobs.

“Women have to overcome many obstacles, but 
it is possible to reach the top,” she believes.

Nominations close soon!
Closing date : 31 May 2022



Nominations close soon!
Closing date : 31 May 2022

2020 Woman of the Year Bernadine Harmse : Mercedes-Benz Foun-    
                                                                                                                  tains, Pretoria

Bernadine is extremely passionate about the com-
munity work she does and describes herself as “moti-
vated by kindness, logic and equal respect”.

“What inspires me is sharing knowledge and shaping 
minds for the better,” she says.

Asked what the biggest change is that she would like 
to see in her life, her unequivocal answer is, “Stop-
ping gender-based violence! There is no place for it in 
our society.”

2021 Woman of the Year Megan Stevens : Volvo Truck and Bus Centre, 
                                                                                                           Bloemfontein

Megan impressed the judges with her sincerity and 
how she overcame many personal challenges as a 
result of living with a disability in the small town and 
community where she grew up.

But Megan’s story is one of hope and inspiration. With 
the support of her family - especially her mother - she 
has risen above the prejudices of others and is making 
her mark in the workplace and with various community 
projects, such as the Voice of Disability that aims to 
support women with disabilities.


